
Connecting to Country 

Learning Through Art 



What it is: 

ÅAn art based learning unit 

Åin a cultural context, 

Åconnected to other learning areas – especially 
Maths and English - 

Åwhich engages students in learning with a real 
life outcome; 

Åan opportunity to build community. 



 WHO DID IT: 
The indigenous Learning Unit at St 
Augustine’s School. Mossman. We 
have about twenty children who 
come to us once or twice a week.   

We have members of our 
Indigenous community  
working with us.  Elders 
make visits and work with 
the children.  Aunties and 
Nans have been coming in 
to teach Language.  
Parents visit too. 



Why “Connected to Country”? 

The unit recognises and investigates 
the places each student’s mob comes 
from (rainforest, coastal, island...) and 
encourages students to base their art 
work on aspects of this country. 



Culmination 

ÅA public exhibition of our 
indigenous students’ work so 
far this year, but especially of 
the art-based work we will 
be doing this term – what 
you see here today.  

 



The Art Work 

The art work falls into five categories: 

(i) Work created by embellishing natural found 
objects such as driftwood ; 

(ii) Textile works – weaving 

(iii) Pottery 

(iv) Illustrative work for books;  

(v) Digital art work – photos turned into maths or 
language games, posters and books; a DVD 
documenting some of what has been done. 



Painted driftwood 



Woven wall -hangings 



Pottery based in 
traditional vessels 



Children’s illustrations for book. 



Digital work:  poster based on photos . 

BE STRONG LEARNERS  



CULTURE 

Å Investigation of: painted indigenous 
artefacts such as message sticks, shields, 
didgeridoos, coolamons and djarangai; 
of woven artefacts. 

Å Interaction with indigenous community 
members about local culture relevant to 
our theme. 

ÅUse of Yalanji language when possible. 

ÅRecognition of their land as a special 
spiritual place for the students. 

 



Links to Other Learning Areas 
(this info of interest to teachers) 

Å English: students document their work using Publisher to create 
books about their learning adventure; materials  based on photos 
and art work used to create language games; movie created to 
document the work of the Indigenous Learning Unit. 

ÅMaths: art work and photos used to create maths games; real-life 
business maths (grade 6).  Mandalany Indigenous Maths 
Programme incorporated. 

Å Religion and SEL: creation of inspirational posters and postcards.  
Å Technology: use of Publisher, PowerPoint, laptops, Ipads, cameras…  
Å History and Geography: in reference to local environments and 

indigenous history. 
Å Science: dyeing with natural substances (ochre, plant matter).  



Benefits for Children 

ÅEngaging context for valuable learning across 
several areas; 

ÅReal life culmination; 

ÅRaises students’ profile within the school; 

ÅLeadership roles for older children; 

ÅOpportunity to be proud of and share culture; 

ÅConnecting with community members. 


